II
DRAMATIC NOVEL
THIS Is the dramatic novel. In this division the hiatus between the characters and the. plot disappears. The characters are not part of the machinery of the plot; nor is the plot merely a rough framework round the characters. On the contrary, both are inseparably knit together. The given qualities of the characters determine the action, and the action in turn progressively changes the characters, and thus everything is borne forward to an end. At its greatest the affinity of the dramatic novel is with poetic tragedy, just as that of the novel of character is with comedy. The dialogue in the most intense scenes in Wuthering Heights and Moby Dick is hardly distinguishable from poetic utterance; the most memorable figures in Vanity Fair and Tom Jones are always on the verge of becoming purely, comic figures like Falstaff or Sir Toby.